
Production

 The 2007 vintage has already earned the reputation as one of the best vintages ever for Pinot Noir, and it may be our best 

since 1994!  Only twenty-nine barrels (680 cases) were bottled.

 Winemaking

The guiding principle for our wine is gentle fruit handling — not a seed broken! Our gravity flow system works on four 

levels, with the vineyard being the uppermost level. After harvesting, grapes are carried downhill and poured into the 

destemmer. The whole berries fall into a one ton bin (T bin) under the destemmer. By fermenting in small open-top bins 

with frequent punch downs, some alcohol is evaporated naturally. After gentle pressing, the wine is moved by gravity down 

into French oak barrels (one-third new) in the underground cellar to be aged fourteen months. 

Tasting Notes

It has deep crimson color, sassafras tea, clove and coriander, and aromatic layer after layer as the wine opens up.  Infused 

tastes of  red plums, cherry pie and sweet toasty oak.  Focused acidity, volume without weight in the mid-palate, a 

two-minute finish, and mineralised flavors from the vineyard's rocky subsoils. This young wine is opening superbly. 

Finished alcohol 13.9%

David Mahaffey, winegrower
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Ruby garnet in color – our darkest Pinot yet.  Fat viscous legs indicating glycerol richness. Dried rose petals and potpourri, 

hint of  hickory bacon, clove, cardamom typical of  our Pinot fruit emerging as the wine opens.

Plums and blackberries explode on the forepalate.  Surprisingly grippy fine-grained tannins emerge midpalate.  Great con-

centration, but slower to open in the glass than some vintages. This suggests long aging potential for this outstanding pinot!

The guiding principle for our winemaking is gentle fruit handling – not a seed broken! After fermentation and gentle press-

ing, the wine is transferred by gravity into French oak barrels below in the underground cellar to be aged sixteen months.

David Mahaffey, winegrower

Notes

Heron Lake Vineyard, Wild Horse Valley


